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December 2024 Challenges

December is a month where people across the world celebrate — but we aren’t always celebrating the same event! These challenges are all about exploring
celebrations in different cultures and from across the world, so we hope you enjoying finding out about all these celebrations!

You can choose to complete as many of these challenges as you wish — simply email your evidence (a photo is absolutely fine!) to Kate at
Bexley CU@LSEAT.org.uk and she will send you your stamp code!

Hanukkah

Hanukkah is a Jewish festival that is celebrated for eight days and it is also
called the Festival of Lights. It starts on a different day every year, usually in
December (this year, it is taking place from the evening of 25" December to
2" January). People celebrate with different traditions, food, games and gifts.

For this challenge, we would like you to create wordsearch with at least 10
words, all linked to the celebration Hannukah.

St Lucia Day

Saint Lucia Day or Saint Lucy's Day - is celebrated on the 13" December each
year. It is celebrated in many European countries but is most popular in the
Scandinavian countries of Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Finland. It is a
festival of light celebrated with a ceremony where a girl is chosen to represent
the saint wearing a white dress and a crown of candles.

It is also traditional to eat gingerbread on St. Lucia Day, particularly in the
form of gingerbread men, so for this challenge we would like you to make
some gingerbread! You can make them in any shape you like and can also
decorate them if you wish! OR you can create a crown of candles out of
paper (no real candles please!).

Advent

Advent is the 24 days leading up to Christmas, when Christians prepare for
Christmas. It is often celebrated by lighting Advent Candles and opening the
doors of Advent calendars.

For this challenge, we would like you to create your own advent calendar! It
can be 2D or 3D but you can design it in any way you want — be creative!

Kwanzaa

Celebrated every year from 26™ December through to |* January, Kwanzaa is
a week of festivities honouring African American culture and heritage. Friends
and family gather each day to give thanks, exchange gifts, and share feasts.
One of the ways in which families decorate their home is with a “Mkeka” mat.
This is a traditional mat made of straw or woven textile and it represents the
base for the other six symbols of Kwanzaa.

For this challenge, we would like you to create a woven Mkeka mat! This
website might help you:
https://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/kwanza/placemat/
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