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Bexley Children’s University
Information for families

What is the Children’s University?

The Children’s University is an international Charitable Trust that provides 5 to 14 year olds with
access to exciting and innovative Children’s University Learning Activities and experiences outside of
the normal school day, encouraging children to develop their knowledge and skills whist increasing
their aspiration for the future through taking part in extra-curricular activities in Bexley and beyond.
There are over 50 Children’s Universities across the country and the area you live is served by the
Bexley Children’s University.

We celebrate achievement and reward participation, and children are issued with a Passport to
Learning and a personal Children’s University Online account. They are encouraged to take partin a
variety of activities to earn stamps for their passport. Each activity of Children’s University validated
learning brings the child closer to a Children’s University graduation certificate presented at a locally
organised graduation ceremony.

Children earn stamps — and graduate — at their own pace and we do not reset the hours each year,
they simply continue to accumulate hours for as long as they are involved with Children’s University.

Achievement Level Award Hours required to achieve this award

Bronze Silver Gold

Undergraduate Award 30 65 100
Undergraduate Certificate 130 165 200
Undergraduate Diploma 230 265 300
Undergraduate Degree 330 365 400
Postgraduate Award 430 465 500
Postgraduate Certificate 530 565 600
Postgraduate Diploma 630 665 700
Postgraduate Masters Degree 730 765 800
Doctorate Doctorate 830 865 900
Doctorate Fellowship 930 965 1000

Bexley Children’s University (Bexley CU)

Bexley Children’s University delivers the scheme in partnership with the London South East
Academies Trust and the London borough of Bexley and we are a part of a wider partnership of over
50 Children’s Universities in different local authority areas across the country. Your contact for the
Bexley Children’s University is Kate Eakins, who runs the scheme in Bexley. Her contact details can
be found at the end of this document.



How does my child earn their stamps?

There are a number of ways your child can earn stamps for their passports, including...

e Attending sessions at any of our national Children’s University Learning Destinations —
including ones found in areas local to Bexley as well as those found nationally! This includes
holiday camps (but please note that we are not able to validate before or after-school
childcare, such as breakfast clubs).

e Completing Children’s University Challenges — we share new challenges on social media at
least once a month, but you can also complete the national Children’s University ones that are
shared each school holiday or any challenges set by any other Children’s University across
the country!

e Joining and completing activities as part of the Bexley Children’s University (Bexley Children’s
University Virtual Club (see next page)

e Taking part in special Children’s University related events and activities (previous events
include Family Cookery Workshops, Fire Fighting Workshops, Family Eco-Workshops and
Taster Days!)

e Completing online or at-home activities linked to Children’s University (you can find a list of
these on our website and Google Drive — links for these are below)

You can find a list of Learning Destinations on our website: https://Iseat.org.uk/ChildrensUniversity/

Please also follow our social media where you can find out about events taking place where stamps
can also be earned! This is a great way of keeping up-to-date with events and information!

What is a Learning Destination?

Learning Destinations work in partnership with us to provide activities and learning to children, and
can include libraries, museums, parks and weekly clubs and classes. Learning Destinations in Bexley
include Lesnes Abbey, Hall Place, Theatre Box Performing Arts School, Lingotots, ASG Gymnastics,
Woodlands Farm Trust, DeRosa Music Academy, Bexley Libraries, Danson Park Adventures, Tan
Gun Taekwondo Academy, The Creation Station, United Judo and many more!

Activities at the Learning Destinations...
e Enable children to develop and improve their skills and knowledge
e Are fun and challenging, helping to raise aspirations and broaden horizons
e Are undertaken voluntarily, usually outside of normal school hours, and can include after-
school and lunchtime clubs
e Relate to a subject that can be studied in Further or Higher Education
e Raise aspiration, showing children that learning can be challenging and fun.

All Learning Destinations must be validated to confirm that their Learning Activities meet the criteria
for the Children’s University. This ensures they are of high quality and adhere to health and safety
and safeguarding measures.

Children who participate in Children’s University have the opportunity to learn in diverse and
interesting ways, experience exciting new places and attend their own university-style graduation
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https://lseat.org.uk/ChildrensUniversity/

ceremonies. This adventure introduces children to the joy of learning, brings a sense of wonder in the
world around them and develops their confidence and aspirations for the brightest futures.

How does my child receive their stamp for activities taking place in school?

If your child attends a Children’s University school, they will be able to earn stamps for their
passports for taking part in clubs and validated activities in school. This includes lunchtime or after
school extra- curricular clubs, school trips and residentials.

These activities will be added to your child’s account by the school, usually at the end of each half
term, so you do not need to ask for the code. If you notice that the activities your child has taken part
in haven’t been added to their account, please speak to your school’s Children’s University Lead and
they can look into this for you.

How does my child receive their stamp for activities taking place outside of school?

If your child attends a Learning Destination outside of school, they can earn stamps by attending!
Please ask the Learning Destination for the stamp code related to the amount time the activity has
lasted — for example, if your child attends a 30mins swimming lesson at Erith Leisure Centre, they will
receive a 30min code. They should have the stamp codes which they can share with you — often
displayed on a poster which has been sent to them by us. You can use the same stamp code each
time they attend that activity.

This stamp code will be a colour and four numbers — for example, “Orange 4321”. Once you have the
stamp code, please add this to your child’s Children’s University Online account. Login details for
your child’s account will be sent to you following registration (please note that if you lose these, you
will need to contact the school so that they can share these as we are unable to send these out to
families).

Sometimes they may not have the codes to hand (or even know about Children’s University —

especially if they are a larger organisation), so if you have any difficulties collecting your stamps,
please contact us.

What do | do if my child attends a club that isn’t a Learning Destination?

If your child attends a club that is not on our validated Learning Destination list, then they will not be
able to earn stamps for attending. However... we are always looking to validate more and more local
and national businesses who help support our ethos and we would be happy to validate any club or
activity that meets our safeguarding and validation criteria.

You can nominate a club or activity to become a Learning Destination by contacting us via email.
Please share the name of the organisation along with the name of who is best to contact and their
email and we will then take it from there and see if we are able to validate them!

Unfortunately, we cannot backdate stamps, so your child will only be able to earn stamps once the
validation is completed. Also, whilst you can record one-off activities on Children’s University Online
without a stamp code, this should not be used for regular activities, as regular activities should be
validated as a Learning Destination.

What is Children’s University Online (Children’s University Online)
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Children’s University Online is a great way for your child to log their hours and track their own
progress! They will receive a log in card with their individual username and password. You can find a
video tutorial on how to use this platform on our Google Drive.

We will use the information on this system to see who is eligible to graduate each year. If your child
has earned enough stamps/hours to reach the next level, they will be invited to attend the graduation
ceremony, so please make sure that you add any hours earned!

What is the Bexley Children’s University (Bexley CU) Virtual Club?

This is a virtual club that is run by Kate and each half term there is a new theme, running on a 2-year
programme that develops a number of skills and interests. New activities linked to these themes are
shared each Monday (term time only) via email and you can then choose when is most convenient
for your child/ren to complete them.

Pupils are not automatically enrolled into the Bexley Children’s University Virtual Club through their

schools, so you will need to sign them up by emailing Kate with your child’s name, school and which
email to send the activities to.

Would vou like to find out more information?

If you want to hear more about the Bexley Children’s University, then the best of doing this is to like
and follow us on social media. This is where we are able to regularly share activities related to
Children’s University, local and national challenges and information on our Learning Destinations.
You can also sign up for our Mailing List, to receive regular updates about events and opportunities
available to Children’s University pupils!

linkiree® lf] @

Linktr.ee: BexleyCU https://linktr.ee/BexleyCU

Facebook: Bexley Children’s University https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61593179053720

Instagram: @BexleyCU https://www.instagram.com/bexleycu/

National Children’s University website: https://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/

London South East Children’s University website: https://www.lsec.ac.uk/projects/childrens-university

Email Kate via: BexleyCU@LSEAT.org.uk
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