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A message regarding Learning Destinations and logging “experiences” with Children’s University

| would like to firstly express my thanks to all the children, young people and families who take part in Children’s
University, earning stamps by taking part in various challenges, activities and by visiting Learning Destinations!
It's amazing to see so much happening in Bexley and | cannot wait until we can celebrate with the graduations in
July!

With regards to earning stamps, there are lots of ways to earn stamps and one of these is by visiting Learning
Destinations across Bexley (and beyond!). A Learning Destination is an organisation that has been validated to
ensure that they meet the aims and ethos of the Children’s University and they also have the appropriate
safeguards in place, including DBS checks, a safeguarding policy and risk assessments for their activities.

We have over 90 Learning Destinations in Bexley, covering all sorts of activities, from martial arts to musical
theatre, from football to cookery. It is important that this validation process takes place to ensure that we are not
only promoting appropriate activities but also that the organisations themselves are happy to be a partner of
Children’s University and have signed our partnership agreement. This validation process also helps to ensure
there is consistency around earning stamps across Bexley as well as nationwide.

We do have some organisations who did not wish to partner with us, or do not have the capacity to respond to
validation requests straight away. Whilst we recognise that this is frustrating, we are unfortunately unable to
award stamps in these situations and we must respect the organisation’s decision.

We do also recognise that some places or activities aren’t Learning Destinations, even though they are fantastic
learning experiences. This mainly links to visiting the larger museums in London, such as the Science Museum
(who have such a large footfall that they aren’t able to commit to stamping potentially hundreds of passports
each day) or writing a book review or sharing a cultural experience. This is where there a special function on
Children’s University Online comes into play! You can record experiences without a stamp code for these ad-hoc
activities and this is a fantastic way to recognise learning outside the classroom. Alternatively, you can find
templates for these reviews on our Google Drive via
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JJaXé6mjv2kY7TDphNUep-unOnJy3rSOz?usp=drive link

However, please be aware that this function should only be used for one-off activities and should not be used for
regular or on-going activities, or for activities where we have been unable to complete the validation of the
organisation. If your child attends an activity regularly and this is being recorded as an “experience”, these will
need to be revoked and this will begin at in March 2025.

If you are not sure if an organisation is a Learning Destination, you can either check online via
https://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/activity-search/ or by checking our Learning Destination Directory on our
Google Drive via
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15u061NoKnQK1CB1F7SFG41UzQmPhWWag/view?usp=drive_link



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1JJaX6mjv2kY7TDphNUep-un0nJy3rSOz?usp=drive_link
https://www.childrensuniversity.co.uk/activity-search/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15uo61NoKnQK1CB1F7SFG4IUzQmPhWWag/view?usp=drive_link

If your child attends a club or activity that is not yet a Learning Destination, please do let me know by completing
this short form: https://forms.gle/SgUj3e Ab4KG6i9LbA

Please also be sure to speak to the club so they know to expect an email as it may go into their junk mail or not be
sent to the correct person to deal with. We know how busy organisations are and therefore they may not be able
to act straight away, but as soon as they are validated, your child will be able to begin earning stamps for their
passport (please note that we are unable to backdate stamps prior to when your child joined Children’s
University OR when an organisation becomes a Learning Destination).

We hope this helps to clarify which stamps can or can’'t be earned for Children’s University and | look forward to
seeing lots of you at the graduations in July!

Best wishes,
Louise
On behalf of London South East Children’s University
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